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most, because language is not a toy or a pat-
ent machine, which, can be broken, thrown
aside at will, and replaced with a better
tool, ready-made from the lexicographer's
shop. He had no conception of the enor-
mous weight of the English, language and
literature, when he undertook to shovel it
but of the path of American civilization.
The stars in their courses fought against
him. It is so still. We cannot dispense
with European culture, because we refuse
to separate ourselves from the mighty past,
which has settled there in forms of human
life unrepresented among us. We cannot
step out of the world's current, though it
looks sluggish beside our rushing stream,
because there is a spiritual demand in us
which cries louder than the thin voice of a
self-conscious national life. This demand
is profoundly at one with the deeper, holier
sense of national being which, does not strut
upon the world's stage. The humility of a
great nation is in its reverence for its own
past, and, since that is incomplete, in its ad-
miration for whatever is noble and worthy
in other nations. It is out of this reverence
and humility and this self-respect that great